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report was made to Admiral Brown of what had been done at
Iquique and the instructions exhibited to him which directed
the Baltimore's action.

From July 24th until August 21st the Baltimore remained at
Coquimbo. This port was in possession of the Balmaceda govern-
ment and was held by about 6,000 regular troops, said to be the
lower of the Chilean army. Here the Secretary of War, Senor
Aldonate, was in supreme command, although not in actual
command of the troops. The civil and military authorities had
always been friendly and cordial. But in compliance with the
orders of strict neutrality from our Government, the officers
refrained from any expression of opinion upon matters relating
to the forces, resources, or purposes of either army.

Several opportunities were improved to witness the military
maneuvers of the army at Coquimbo. The troops were well
armed, well clothed, and apparently well contented. In all the
exercises there was conspicuous handiness and smartness, but
it was not quite clear to the American officers why so large a
force was held at a point which was not menaced by the insur-
gents, or which, if taken by them, would oblige a division of
their forces to hold it. The danger to this outpost lay in the
control of the sea by the insurgent navy, largely superior to
that of the Balmaceda government. Any movement, therefore,
to the south by the insurgents would leave the Coquimbo division
in the air and beyond the possibility of assisting the Yalparaiso
defenders. The vulnerable point was along the Aconcagua,
eighteen miles north of Valparaiso, which the military advisers
of the Balmaeeda government had taken no steps to occupy and
fortify. This position was deemed to be the weak point in the
Government defense, and why it was neglected could not be
understood.

But not so with the insurgent chief, who promptly seized it
as a landing place for the insurgent army on August 20th, to
begin its operations in the rear of Yalparaiso. There were no
Government forces at hand to oppose the landing, beyond those
in and about Valparaiso, eighteen miles away, under Generals
Alcerraga and Barbosa, numbering about 7,000 men. These
were moved out to the north the afternoon of August 20th, and
met the insurgents on the south bank of the Aconcagua River, and the San Francisco was found at anchor there. A fulloceeded to the islanden in daily anticipation of being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
